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O Wisdom, enlighten us! 

12 I, Wisdom, dwell with good judgment. I discover knowledge and foresight. 13 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil. I hate 
haughtiness, arrogance, an evil way, and a perverse mouth. 14 Good advice and sound judgment are mine. I, 
Understanding, have strength. 15 By me kings reign, and rulers administer justice. 16 By me officials govern, as well as 
nobles and all just judges. 17 I certainly love those who love me, and those who eagerly look for me find me. 18 Riches and 
honor are with me, as well as enduring wealth and righteousness. 19 My fruit is better than gold, better than pure gold, and 
what I produce is better than fine silver. 20 I walk on the path of righteousness, down the middle of the pathways of justice, 
21 so I can provide a rich inheritance to those who love me, and I can fill their treasuries. 

22 The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his way, before his works of long ago. 23 From eternity I was appointed, 
from the beginning, from before the origin of the earth. 24 When there were no deep waters, I was brought forth, when 
there were no springs filled with water. 25 Before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was brought forth, 
26 when he had not yet made land or fields or the first dust of the world. 27 When he established the heavens, I was there. 
When he drew the horizon around the surface of the deep, 28 when he placed the clouds in the sky above, when the 
fountains of the deep gushed out, 29 when he established his decree for the sea, so that the waters could not go beyond 
the limit set by his command, when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 30 I was beside him as a master 
craftsman. I was his joy day after day. I rejoiced in his presence at all times. 31 I rejoiced in his inhabited world. I was 
delighted with the children of Adam. 

32 So now, you children, listen to me, because those who keep my ways are blessed. 33 Listen to discipline and become 
wise. Do not neglect it. 34 How blessed is the person who listens to me, so that he can watch at my doors day after day, so 
that he can stand guard beside my front door, 35 because whoever finds me finds life, and he obtains favor from the Lord, 
36 but whoever sins against me harms himself. All who hate me love death. 

—Proverbs 8:12-36 

What’s your favorite Christmas hymn? I bet you could answer this one pretty quickly. Maybe it is Away in a Manger, Joy to 
the World, or Silent Night. So, what is your favorite Advent hymn? And yes, those are different. Before our service today, 
we got to join in some of your favorites. My favorite Advent hymn is is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  

My daughters and I love to sing this at home. On Monday night, Ophelia said, “This song is always stuck in my head!” “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel” has powerful lyrics. It is also an old song. This old hymn has even older roots. The stanzas 
of this hymn come from the “O Antiphons.” These were short verses sung by Christians on the seven days before 
Christmas Eve as early as the 8th or 9th century.  

Our midweek Advent series is rooted in some of these “O Antiphons.” These phrases are connected to Old Testament 
Messianic titles. The order goes Wisdom, Lord, Root of Jesse, Key of David, Morning Dawn, King of all Nations, and 
Emmanuel or God with us. In Latin, the first letter of each of these verses backward spells “ero cras,” which means, 
“Tomorrow, I will come.”   

Today, we will focus on the first of the “O Antiphons” which is “O Wisdom.” We know that true wisdom is found in Christ. 
Today, in faith, we call out, O Wisdom, enlighten us! We will do this by focusing on this section of Proverbs that speaks 
about wisdom. 

To properly study this section in which Wisdom called out, let’s first give ourselves a better understanding of the book in 
which it was written. Proverbs are wise sayings that are intended to cause people to think.  

The Biblical book, Proverbs, is a compilation of wise sayings by King Solomon. King Solomon was gifted wisdom by God. 
According to the Scriptures, King Solomon wrote 3,000 proverbs. Not all of them are included in this book. What we have 
today is what God inspired and intended us to have. 

The purpose of the book of Proverbs is given as “To learn wisdom and discipline, to understand sayings that give insight, 
to acquire discipline to act sensibly, to acquire righteousness, justice, and fairness, to give good judgment to the 
inexperienced, to give a young man knowledge and foresight.” (Proverbs 1:2-4) 



In the section that we read today, a son received instruction to receive wisdom and to reject folly. Wisdom was personified 
as a woman. In this section, Folly was also personified as a woman. Ultimately, the son was to listen to the call of Lady 
Wisdom and reject Lady Folly. 

The reason Wisdom and Folly were both women in this imagery is simple. In the Hebrew language, abstractions or 
concepts are feminine. Also, these were instructions given to a son. As a father would tell his son what type of spouse to 
pursue, this section used that imagery. Pursue Lady Wisdom, not Lady Folly.  

In this section, Wisdom personified, or Lady Wisdom was calling out. Wisdom began speaking at the beginning of the 
chapter. We pick up today about a third of the way into what Wisdom said. In her call, we heard about the benefits of 
wisdom. Wisdom dwells with good insight. Wisdom discovers knowledge. Wisdom hates evil. Through wisdom, rulers 
have power. The result of gaining wisdom is enduring wealth.  

In verse 22, there seems to be an important shift in what Wisdom said. Starting there, Wisdom spoke about being with the 
LORD from before the foundation of the earth. Wisdom was with the LORD at creation. Wisdom is a master craftsman.  

In these verses, people have wondered who is Wisdom in this section. People have wondered, is this a continuation of 
Lady Wisdom calling out? Or is someone else speaking in this section? Is this the Christ calling out here? 

If Lady Wisdom is continuing to call out here, ultimately, we know that the truest wisdom is found in Christ Jesus. To be 
wise is to look to Jesus as the Savior. Regarding Christ Jesus, Colossians 2:3 says, “All the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge are hidden in him.” Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of wisdom.  

 If this is indeed an insertion of the Second Person of the Triune God calling out, then Wisdom is Jesus. This would be 
similar to John 1 in which the “Word” is Christ. This would also be in line with 1 Corinthians 1:24 which says that Jesus is 
“the wisdom of God.”  

Either way, whether this section is the personification of Wisdom calling out or if it is the Second Person of the Triune 
God, there is one clear truth. Ultimate wisdom is in Christ Jesus. This is what leads readers of this text to cry out, O 
Wisdom, enlighten us! 

With the understanding that true wisdom is in Jesus, we see the beauty of the end of this section which speaks about the 
blessings of wisdom. The people who listen to wisdom are blessed. Those who find wisdom find life. Those who find 
wisdom have favor with the LORD. Yes, those who look to Christ Jesus have eternal life. Those who look to Christ Jesus 
have a right relationship with the LORD. Therefore, believers call out, O Wisdom, enlighten us! 

Do you search for words of wisdom? According to Listen Notes, nearly 3 million active podcasts are producing audio 
content for people to listen to. This means millions upon millions of people are putting their voices out there for people to 
listen to. 

Not all podcasters present themselves as sages. Some are purely for comedic relief. Some are simply to inform about 
current happenings. Some are to tell stories. Many do intend to share wisdom. Yet, many of these voices are the furthest 
thing from wise. Instead of pointing people to true wisdom, which is found in Christ Jesus, they point people away from 
him.  

Therefore, in a world full of folly, let us cry out to Jesus. Let us cry out to Jesus for true wisdom. Let us cry out, O Wisdom, 
enlighten us. 

Are you ever deceived by the sages of society? There are many smart people in this world. There are many people with 
different letters behind their names. Sadly, many of these people lack true wisdom. They reject Christ for their own folly. 
For some of them, their folly is their human understanding. For some of them, their folly is the desire to reject 
accountability. Do not let yourself be led astray by the world that rejects Christ as foolishness. Yet, recall the contrast 
between the wisdom of this world and the foolishness of God, “We preach Christ crucified, because the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (1 Corinthians 1:25) 

I don’t think many of you are all that tempted to reject the ‘foolishness of God’ for the ‘wisdom of this world.’ Our 
temptation can be to be content with being spiritual “C-students.” We can be tempted to be content with just “passing 
grades.” We can be tempted to be students that don’t study all that often. I think our big temptation can be to not pursue 
wisdom. We can take the approach, “I already know about Jesus, so…” I already know about Jesus, so I don’t have to 



study the Bible regularly. I already know about Jesus, so let’s get more focused on who I am and what I can do. I already 
know about Jesus, so it won’t be all that bad if I don’t go to church.  

Is this ever your approach? I know it can be mine. I’m the pastor, I know this stuff. Maybe I can do something else while 
attending this Bible study. I know God’s Word, if I don’t study before this lesson, I will get by. I know I am tempted to 
disregard the words of Wisdom. Are you too? 

If you have rejected the words of wisdom for the words of folly, it’s time to repent. If you have been careless about 
receiving the words of wisdom, it’s time to repent. If you have not yearned for the words of wisdom, it’s time to repent.  

Now, listen, as I, a called servant of Christ, share with you the words of true Wisdom. The theme of the book of Proverbs 
is “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding,” (Proverbs 9:10) 
Let me share with you true wisdom. When humanity sinned against God, God did not destroy them, instead, he made a 
promise. He promised that he would send a Savior for them. Then, thousands of years later the Father sent His only 
begotten Son to take flesh and live in your place. Jesus Christ, who is the only begotten Son of the Father, lived a perfect 
life for you. Then, he was crucified on the cross to take the punishment for your sins. This is what Jesus Christ did to save 
you. He took your sins and gave you his perfection. Because he rose from the grave, you have confidence that it all 
worked. You were saved by God’s grace. You will live forever. Yes, the Holy Spirit worked through the Gospel, in Word or 
Sacrament, to give you faith. He has enlightened you.  

Now, through Spirit-wrought faith, you can call out, O Wisdom, enlighten me. You know that the Holy Spirit connects you 
to Jesus, the wisdom of God, through the means of grace. Therefore, you can be like the studious student seated at the 
feet of the teacher. You desire to receive wisdom. Wisdom comes to you through the Word. Wisdom comes to you 
through the visible word, the Sacraments. In faith, this can be all our attitudes. Together we can cry out, O Wisdom, 
enlighten us! 

O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, 
you govern all creation with your strong yet tender care: 
Come and show your people the way to salvation.  

Amen. 


